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introduction
The paper must be written in English, centred in size A4 pages with 2.0 cm margins. It cannot exceed 4 pages in length and 10 MB in size (PDF file). You can write the paper using the template file available for download on the Symposium Website in MS-Word format, and then translate it to Portable Document Format (PDF). The template file provides predefined text styles for each section of this document (such as paper title, abstract, title sections, normal text and legends), ensuring consistent font type, alignment, and space. Using these text styles or the template file will simplify your writing process.
The corresponding author must submit the PDF file containing the short paper to the email address (ists19@hku.hk) no later than the deadline specified on the website https://www.civil.hku.hk/ISTS19/. The file name should be identified with the surnames of the first author and the last author (e.g., “Author-Surname.pdf”). Please note that papers can only be accepted on the understanding that they will be presented at the symposium. It should be noted that each presenter is allowed to present one paper. Authors should only submit a PDF file; there is no need to submit the Word file.
Getting started
Title
The first line of the title starts 18 pt below the top edge of the text area. The title must be centred and written in uppercase using bold Times New Roman font with a size of 14 with exactly 18 pt line spacing.
Authors
The author names should include the first name, middle initials, and the last name (with all characters of the last name in uppercase). These names must be centred and written in bold Times New Roman font with a size of 12 and exactly 12 pt line spacing. The author names should be located 12 pt below the last title line.
Affiliation
The author affiliations should be centred, written in Times New Roman font with a size of 10, and located 12 pt below the author names. The line spacing of affiliation must be 12 pt. Various author affiliations must be separated by 6 pt vertical space. If multiple authors share the same affiliation, their e-mail addresses should be written sequentially. A 12 pt space after the last line of affiliation or e-mails must be specified.
Keywords and abstract
The complete keywords and abstract will fall in the table, the settings of which should also not be changed.
Up to 6 keywords must be provided, separated by semi-colons. These keywords are written in Times New Roman font with a size of 10, in justified lines and using exactly 13 pt spacing. The word Keywords, written in bold Times New Roman font with a size of 10, must start the first line. The word Abstract, written in bold Times New Roman font with a size of 10, must appear in the beginning of the first line. There should be 6 pt of space before the Keywords and Abstract. The abstract text must be written in Times New Roman font with a size of 10, justified with exactly 13 pt line spacing, as shown in the first page of this template. A 6 pt space after the last line of abstract text must be specified.
sections
Main text
[bookmark: OLE_LINK14][bookmark: OLE_LINK15]Use a Times New Roman font with a size of 10 pt and exactly 13 pt spacing throughout the paper. Each paragraph should have an initial indentation of 0.5 cm (0.2"). Utilize roman type for most of the text, except for the mathematical parameters (excluding common functions like log, sin, cos, ln, max, and the differential operator “d” in “dx”, etc.), and the titles of journals and books, which should all be in italics.
The text should be set in two columns, each 8.2 cm (3.23") wide, with 6 mm (0.24") spacing between the columns. The text must be typed and justified in a single column. Never underline any text. Avoid using letter spacing, and do not use more than one space after each other. Please do not alter the title page header. Main section titles must be left aligned and written in uppercase bold Times New Roman font with a size of 10 and 13 pt line spacing. Specify a 12 pt space before and a 6 pt space after each section title.
Subsections
The subsection titles must be left-aligned, using an italic Times New Roman font with a font size of 10 and 13 pt line spacing. Only the first letter of each subsection title should be uppercase, while the rest should be lowercase. Additionally, there should be 6 pt of space before and after each subsection title.
Sub-subsections
The sub-subsection titles must be left aligned, with an italic Times New Roman font, with size 10 and 13 pt line spacing. Only the first letter of each sub-subsection title should be uppercase. Additionally, there should be 6 pt of space before and after each sub-subsection title.
Footnotes
Footnotes can be included in the paper. They should be written with a regular Times New Roman font, size 8, and exactly 10 pt line spacing[footnoteRef:1]. [1: 	Nevertheless, footnotes should be avoided as much as possible.] 

PAGE NUMBERS
There is no need to include page numbers. The page numbers will be automatically included in the symposium proceedings.
FIGURES
Figures should be included within the text, and all of them should be referred to in the text. The figures should be inserted in the text in a “camera-ready” form (the page size will remain unaltered) and numbered consecutively. Each of them must be immediately followed by the corresponding caption. The figures should be included in “single-space” paragraphs.
[image: C:\Users\wangy\Documents\WeChat Files\wxid_qpmxtfjhpzgf22\FileStorage\Temp\6a1b300a983944f31df0d923ed5996e.jpg]
Figure 1: Example of a figure
The captions are centred and written using a Times New Roman font with a size of 9 and in single-spaced lines, as indicated in Figure 1 above. Between the text and a figure, an exactly 6 pt space must be specified. The vertical distance between each figure and its caption must be 6 pt. Between a figure caption and the text, an exactly 6 pt space must be included.
As much as possible, the figures should be positioned either at the beginning or at the end of a page. Do not place figures at the very end of the paper, unless absolutely necessary.
Equations
The equations must be centred and exactly 6 pt space must be specified to separate the text from the first equation, consecutive equations and the last equation from the text. Please, write the equations using (i) the variables in italic with a font size of 10 and (ii) the constant and common functions in normal style, also with a font size of 10. When letters and/or symbols used as subscripts or superscripts, they must be in italic Times New Roman, size 7. However, numbers in superscript or subscript shall be in normal Times New Roman, size 7. The equations must be numbered sequentially using Arabic characters included in parenthesis and right aligned. The following is an example of two consecutive single-line equations written according to the specifications.

		(1)

		(2)
If you use non-standard fonts, please make sure that they appear correctly in the PDF file.
Tables
Tables should be prepared with the format shown below and included within the text. All of them should be referred to in the text. The tables should be numbered consecutively and each of them must be immediately preceded by the corresponding caption. The captions and the content of the table are centred and written using a Times New Roman font with a size of 9 and in single-spaced lines, as indicated in Table 1 below.
Table 1: Example of a table
	Column 1
	Column 2
	Column 3

	C11
	C12
	C13

	C21
	C22
	C23

	C31
	C32
	C33

	C41
	C42
	C43

	C51
	C52
	C53



Between the text and a table caption, an exactly 6 pt space must be specified. The distance between each table and its caption must be 6 pt. Between a table and the text, an exactly 6 pt space blank line must be included.
The tables should be included in the text as close as possible to the first time they are referred to in the text. As much as possible, the tables should be placed at the beginning or at the end of a page. Do not place tables at the end of the paper, unless absolutely necessary.
CONCLUSIONs
Authors should be aware that each page will appear in the Symposium Proceedings exactly as shown in the PDF file they send to the ISTS 19 Committee. Therefore, it is essential that these instructions be strictly followed. Authors are strongly advised to use this template file to write their papers, as it was prepared following the above instructions.
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References
The references must be identified by numbers between brackets [1,2,3]. They must be numbered consecutively following the order in which they appear in the text. At the end of the paper, a final section titled REFERENCES must include all the reference details in numerical order using a Times New Roman font with a size of 9 and an exactly 13 pt spacing. Moreover, note also that the distance between two consecutive references must be 3 pt and the content of each reference must be indented by 0.65 cm (0.26").
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